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Outside In at Pallant House Gallery, Chichester 
Tuesday 6

th
 December 2011 

 
 
In October 2012 Pallant House Gallery will present the 
Outside In: National - a unique arts competition for artists 
who feel excluded from the art world for a variety of reasons 
which may include health, disability or social circumstance. 
Artists can create their own online gallery and submit work 
for free from now until 20

th
 July 2012. Selected works will 

then be showcased in a major exhibition from 27
th

 October 
2012 – 3

rd
 February 2013 in the main gallery spaces at Pallant 

House Gallery. 
 
Since the early 20th Century, the terms Art Brut or Outsider 
Art have been used to describe those creators who produce 
art from the edges of society.  Outside In was set up by 
Pallant House Gallery in 2006 to bring the ‘outside in.’ It 
provides a platform for artists who find it difficult to access 
the mainstream art world by providing a safe space for artists 
to align themselves with. Its goal is to create a level playing 
field where access is possible for all who create.  
 
The competition was originally open to artists living within 
Sussex in 2007 before being funded by the Paul Hamlyn 
Foundation and widening in 2009 to include the South of 
England.  In 2012 the open art competition will be open to 
artists from across the whole of the United Kingdom with 
accompanying regional exhibitions in 2013 and a touring 
exhibition.   
 
Outside In houses other exhibition and training opportunities 
including: Outside In: London - a group of show of artists 
from Greater London taking place during the London 
Paralympics at Cafe Gallery Project in Southwark Park from 
29

th
 August – 9

th
 September 2012; Step Up - providing sector 

based training through its Workshop Leaders, Research and 
Curating Programmes and a dedicated website housing 
thousands of artworks by excluded artists. 
 
Marc Steene, Head of Learning and Community at Pallant 
House Gallery, has spearheaded the project, describing it as a 
‘gentle revolution’, designed to enable a fairer art world 
where all who create have an equal opportunity to sit at the 
table and have their work seen and valued. He says ‘The 
challenge we are embracing is to reconsider how we define 
who is and is not an artist and what is and is not art in order 
to change attitudes in the mainstream art world’. 
 

 
 

Peter Andrews, My Interpretation   
 
Outside In: National 2012 
Entry to the competition is free and is open to artists across 
the United Kingdom.  The closing date for submissions is 20

th
 

July 2012 via the Outside In website: www.outsidein.org.uk. 
From the Outside In: National, six award winners will be 
chosen who will have the opportunity to have a solo 
exhibition at the studio in Pallant House Gallery. Please email 
outsidein@pallant.org.uk, or call 07735 568531 for more 
information.  
 
Outside In: The Website 
The Outside In website aims to provide a vital interactive 
space for artists, who have chosen to align themselves with 
the project, to share their work and thoughts, and act as an 
information hub for people interested in this area of work. 
The online gallery also displays the work that has been 
exhibited at Pallant House Gallery previously.  
 
Step Up 
Step Up an innovative project providing both a training 
opportunity for artists to lead workshops at Pallant House 
Gallery and other venues, and a dedicated piece of research 
into the collections at Pallant House Gallery exploring a series 
of new narratives, including the impact of substance misuse 
and depression in artists’ lives. Step Up has trained over 
thirty new artists to lead workshops, produced eight pieces of 
research and supported two artists to curate exhibitions.  
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